
My friend, the late Trevor Banks, was a high school English teacher, amateur 
actor -- known internationally for his one man Bertrand Russell act -- and athlete 
(he helped found the National Capital Marathon and the National Capital Running 
Association. He ran the Boston Marathon in his retirement years). I think he set a 
record at the Ottawa Citizen for having so many letters to the editor published. 
Here is a sample.  
 
The thoughts of Trevor Banks on: 
 
Anti-abortion letter-writers 
 
They are compassionate men. But their compassion is almost exclusively 
directed at the unborn. All smugly curled up in their philosophical fetal position, 
from the comfortable womb of their naiveté, they fight the good fight for 
embryonic rights, never venturing to stick their heads out into the world of stark 
reality.   
 
Removing the Charter reference to "the supremacy of God" 
 
Any reference to the supremacy in Canada of any particular god is a affront to 
those who believe in other gods on in no gods at all, and should have no place in 
a democratic, multicultural, pluralistic society. 
 
Euthanasia 
 
The joys of being alive are more transient even than life itself. Some day any one 
of us may find ourselves desperate for a peaceful and dignified exit from this little 
life. And knowing that compassion will be free to help us on our way at such time, 
is essential to our profoundly human need for a feeling of control over our own 
destiny. 
 
Religion 
  
As an atheist I am profoundly insulted by the fallacious assumption that morality 
and values are the prerogatives of the religious. I have to agree, though, with 
University of Manitoba religion professor John Stackhouse's claim that "not all 
things can be explained by reason." This is undoubtedly true. But what Prof. 
Stackhouse fails to point out it that nothing can be explained by religion. 


